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NEWS

Saving older women from sleeping rough

Tackling homeless Crisis
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Thrilled to have a new home thanks to the HOW network,

Julie Nelson at Katoomba. Picture by B C Lewis

BY B C LEWIS

SINGLE  older women
struggling to get affordable
housing in the Blue Moun-
tains rental market have
been given a potential life-
line with the launch of the
Homes for Older Women
(HOW) program.

The  community-based
housing program launched

The not-for-profit program
is run by the Older Women's
Network (OWN) Blue Moun-
tains and connects women
55 and over facing housing
insecurity or homelessness,
with property owners will-
ing to rent out a granny flat,
house, apartment or spare
bedroom at an afforda-
ble price. ]

HOW program manager
Julie Nance called it a "local
solution to a shitty nation-
al crisis".

Local MPs attended, with
Federal Member for Mac-
quarie Susan Templeman
praising the "innovation".
"We don't necessarily have

on May 22 at the Grand View
| Hotelin Wentworth Falls.

the practical solutions [but]
we do have a way of incenti-
vising and creating circum-
stances where new homes
get built. But it doesn't hap-
pen overnight.”

"What you have done is
use resources already there.”

A NSW government report
last year said there were
50,000 applicants on the so-
cial housing listwith a wait of
up to 10 years.

Blue Mountains MP Trish
Doyle - who has previously
faced eviction as a single
mum - said this was about
"good women in our com-
munity, coming together ...
and saying we can do some-
thing good".

The program relies on
homeowners keen to give

back to the community while

still earning rental income.
Ms Nance said research
shows older women are the
fastest growing group ex-
periencing  homelessness.
Factors include domestic
violence, relationship sep-
aration and retiring with
significantly lower superan-
nuation/savings than men.

One early success story
is Mountains resident Jul-
ie Nelson.

The 65-year-old disability
pensioner and aromather-
apist moved into a brand
new, long-term rental in Ka-
toomba on May 28, thanks to
the program.

Ms Nelson has survived
domestic violence, illness
and also eviction due to rent
increases and owners chang-
ing their plans.

"I've been so close to be-
ing homeless," she said. "I'm
lucky to have friends who
said 'we'll make it work'."

OWN Blue Mountains
Chair and HOW volunteer

Bronwen Johnston said the:

focus is on building commu-
nity connections.

"We hear in the media all
the time how bad the hous-
ing crisis is ... there is now a
concrete way our commuini-
ty can assist.”

Jenmy Margetic and her
builder son Samuel have
leased the property to Ms
Nelson at below market
price, and given secure ac-
commodation in the same
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block of apartments 10 twoO
other older women Wwho
are sharing.

"The program connected
me with homeseekers whose
needs were already as-
sessed including their rental
budget,” said -Ms Margetic,
co-owner of property busi-
ness Citegram.

Ms Nance said before the
program launched there
were 17 women on the
books.

"There are ladies couch
surfing with family and
friends and others seek-
ing support from neigh-
bourhood centres for food
because their rent has de-
voured their income. Some
older women are paying for
their belongings to be in stor-
age for years.”

The cost of buying a home
in the Mountains has risen
dramatically. In the past five
vears Corelogic  Australia
property data reports Black-
heath alone has jumped by
47.7 per cent.

§ For more go to wWww. bit.ly/

HOWomen; email: how@

OWNNsSw.org.au
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